CHAPTER EIGHT
THE WAR-AM AFTER

WHEN war broke out all the aeroplanes in Britain
which were of any use were commandeered.
In the early days of the fighting in France a few' Avros'
were used there, including those in the raid on
Friedrichshafen. There came a certain increased
demand at our works, but it was nothing like the out-
put for which we had to cater later on.

At the start of the War the * Avro ' was not popular
as a training machine, and it was not until Lieutenant-
Colonel Smith-Barry and his staff organized the
School of Special Flying at Gosport and decided to use
only ' Avro 504*5' that we got into real production,
Up to that time our works received orders for machines
in batches of fifty or so at a time.

Although the greater part of our output was taken
up with the * 504,' yet we found time to design a
considerable number of other types during the War.
One of these machines was the * Pike' which had the
series number 529. It appeared in May 1916 and it
was the first twin-engined machine we had produced;
in fact it was one of the first produced in the world.

We did much valuable experimental work as regards
different directions of turning the propellers. Clock-
wise in both cases or anti-clockwise, or both turning
inwards or both turning outwards, This information
was available to other builders and the Government.
The * Pike' was fitted with two Sunbeam engines, each
of 160 h.p. which drove * pusher' airscrews. A second
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